
PREFACE 

After the publication of "Descendants of John BLA W (BLUE), d.1757 Somerset Co., 
NJ", 4th edition, in the Summer of 1990, I decided that I'd like to prepare a similar work covering the 
Scottish BLUE families of North America. In 1981 Dr. Douglas Kelly published his work, "The Scottish 
Blue Family from Carolina to Texas", referred to as Reference Cl in this book This pioneering book 
extensively covered five of the major family groups that came into the Carolinas from Scotland during 
the 18th and early 19th centuries; the Lakeview Blues, Malcolm of Cantyre, the Guinea Blues, the 
Bridge Blues and the River Blues. However, Dr. Kelly's book did not use a genealogical numbering 
system and the relationships between people in the book were difficult to follow. Use of a numbering 
system such as was used in "John BLA W" would, it was hoped, solve that problem. 

For several years I had been corresponding with Robert F. "Bob" Blue of San Rafael, CA 
Bob was undoubtedly the foremost BLUE family researcher, having been at it for about 40 years. He 
supplied much of the information that I used in "Descendants of John BLA W (BLUE), d.17 57 
Somerset Co., NJ", and acted as a sounding board for my ideas on how to tie the family together. He 
also had supplied much information to Dr. Kelly for his 1981 book Bob agreed to collaborate with me 
in the preparation of our Scottish BLUE book which we would co-author. For about a year and a half 
Bob sent me data and I fed it into my trusty Macintosh. Then, tragically, in March of 1992 Bob died. For 
a while, it seemed, our dreams of publishing a Scottish BLUE book died with him. However, I have 
never stopped accumulating and organizing Scottish material. I have been corresponding with about 50 
descendants of Scottish BLUE families that emigrated from Scotland in the 18th and 19th centuries and 
have now identified 21 Scottish BLUE families in the USA and Canada. This volume, "Genealogy of 
SCOTTISH BLUE FAMILIES of North America", has been compiled from information supplied by 
Bob Blue of San Rafael and other descendants, from various published sources, and from miscellaneous 
other sources including vital records, census records and obituaries. References to source data are given 
for each family group, and the References section of the book lists 54 7 primary, secondary and 
indicative sources. 

The compilers have not personally verified all of the information contained in this book, so the 
reader is encouraged to check the references given and document the proof for his/her own line. This 
book is intended to be a "living" document. As new information is uncovered, or errors are discovered, 
additions and corrections will be made in later editions or in supplements to the book Therefore, readers 
are encouraged to submit information for this purpose to the compiler, below. 

The format and numbering system (the modified Henry system) are commonly used and will be 
familiar to most family historians. Our intent is to include a biographical sketch for the parents of each 
family, with little or no biographical data for the children, just names and dates. In the next generation, 
where the children become parents of their own families, their biographies are given. 

A comprehensive list of references is very important to any genealogical publication. Our intent is 
to document the family data given herein as completely as is possible. Primary sources are given when 
they are known by the compiler, otherwise secondary and/or indicative sources are noted. Our goal is to 
continually upgrade references to primary sources, and the help of the reader is solicited. 

Two types of notations in the text may need explanation. An asterisk (*) after a person's number 
indicates that this family is listed in the next generation. The insertions such as SG 13 are used for 
indexing. Since this is a "living", expandable document, page numbers could not be used. 5G13 in the 
index indicates that the name will be found in the fifth Scottish BLUE family, seventh (G) generation, in 
the text after the insertion 5G13. 

In some cases, children have been born to parents who were not legally married. Since 
genealogists are concerned with natural (blood) relationships, these children have been included in this 
book and have been given identification numbers. The terms "m." and "marriage" are thus used in the 
broadest sense, and one can consider "m." to indicate "mated" as well as "married" if one 



wishes. Conversely, adopted children are not given identification numbers unless they are natural 
descendants of a BLUE family. Emotionally, we would love to include them in the family groups, but the 
rules of genealogy will not permit it. We have, however, tried to include mention of adopted children in the 
biographical sketches of the parents. They are also included in the index. 

My thanks go out to the many Blue family historians who have performed their "labor of love" over 
the years to accumulate and document the data compiled herein. Most of the credit for this work belongs to 
them. I apologize for burying their names in the list of references, but they are too numerous to mention here. 
I would, however, like to give a special tribute to my late co-compiler, Robert F. "Bob" Blue of San Rafael, 
CA. For most of his life, Bob researched his Blue family history, accumulating and correlating data acquired 
from his own efforts and from over 4000 correspondents. Even after he discovered that he was descended 
from Malcolm Blue [S2.] of Scotland, he continued to help others who claim the "Dutch" Blues of 
"Descendants of John BLA W (BLUE), d.1757 Somerset Co., NJ" and other Scottish BLUE families of this 
book as their ancestors. This spirit of sharing is what makes genealogy the greatest hobby on earth! 

Because of his lifelong efforts and our all too brief collaboration, I have chosen to include Bob Blue on 
the title page of this book as co-compiler. I pray that I have done him justice, and that he looks down with 
favor on the fruits of our labor. 

William H. Blue 
2625-38th Ave. W. 
Seattle, WA 98199 
(206) 282-6342 

wmhblue@comcast.net 

Copyright © 1999 
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Permission is hereby given for anyone to use information found in this book for their personal genealogical 
use, however, reproduction and sale of this book in its entirety is not approved. I hope that this compilation 
will stimulate others to produce more detailed genealogies of their BLUE families. But please give credit 
where credit is due. The references following each family group used should be investigated and faithfully 
quoted in any material prepared for publication. 
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