
NBFA New Jersey Reunion Draws Three Generations of Blue Relatives 

from Nine States 

By Ted Blew 

1.3.2.3.3.5.10.8.4 

 

 

 

On July 21-22, 2018, three generations of Blue relatives and friends, from nine 

states, enjoyed visiting with each other and learning about the history of the 

Blaw/Blew/Blue families who lived in the Somerset County, New Jersey area in 

the 18th and 19th centuries. The reunion was organized and hosted by Ted Blew 

and Jackie Lubinski, both long-time members of the NBFA and active family 

historians. 

The attendees were: 

• Anna Bailey, Washington, IL 

• Steve Bailey, Washington, IL 

• Ted Blew, Doylestown, PA 

• Vikki Kindt, Doylestown, PA 

• Molly Blew, Aberdeen, MD 

• Richard Blue, Shenandoah Junction, WV 

• Mary Lee Blue, Shenandoah Junction, WV 

• Darbi James, NJ 

• Waynne James, Tampa, FL 



• Marilyn Leslie, Hamburg, PA 

• Jackie Lubinski, Asbury, NJ 

• Tom Phillips, Washington, UT 

• Phillip Walter, Plymouth, IN 

• Joan Walter, Plymouth, IN 

• Sunny Yoder, Alexandria, VA 

• Michael Clifford, Alexandria, VA 

 



 

 



Saturday July 21, 2018 

The Blaw-Nevius Burial Grounds 

 

Reunion attendees at the Blaw-Nevius Burial Grounds, John Blaw Drive, Blawenburg NJ 

 

The reunion got off to a splendid start on Saturday morning when representatives 

of the Cherry Valley Homeowners Association, including its President Charles 

Chesebrough, Community Manager Kristen Wolfe, Trustee Tom Amato and the 

Cherry Valley Country Club General Manager Sean Vandak, met us at the Blaw-

Nevius Burying Grounds on John Blaw Drive near Blawenburg, NJ and provided a 

very generous table of refreshments! This Homeowners Association deserves 

great credit for arranging and paying for the maintenance of our family burial 

grounds since they were first discovered in 1994. A special ‘Thank You’ goes to 

Kristen Wolfe for coordinating many of the details of our visit to the burial 

grounds. 



 

Family members and friends viewed the burial stones of Michael Blew [1.3], 

Frederick Blew [1.5], and Frederick’s wives Margaret Blew and Jane Nevius. Ted 

Blew gave a reading from William Blue’s ‘Descendants of John Blaw’ describing 

the original land purchases by John, Michael and Frederick and the baptisms of 

Michael and Frederick’s children in the Harlingen Dutch Reformed Church. 

Ted also noted that a burial stone inscribed ‘NELY BLAW DIED APRIL 26 1768’, that 

was in place during the June 2002 reunion, is no longer there. This date 

corresponds exactly to the date of the death of Michael Blew’s first wife 

Helen/Elinor [Nely] Van Barkeloo, mother of their five children: William, John, 

Cornelius, Mary and Neltye. Michael then married another Nellie, Nellie Hollinsett 

and they had three children: Michael, Daniel and Samuel. 

Ted Blew with Cherry Valley Homeowners Association and Country Club representatives: 
Charles Chesebrough, Kristen Wolfe and Sean Vandak 



 

 

Attendees had a very special treat in the appearance of Pete Weiland at our 

reunion! Pete is the person who first discovered these burial grounds while 

playing golf in 1994. He told us the story of this discovery, saying ‘When we got 

here, the whole thing was nose-deep in brambles. It was completely buried.” He 

then persuaded the community’s developer to fund the cleanup of the site. So, 

we all owe a huge ‘thank-you’ to Pete Weiland for protecting this precious site. 

Pete also presented us with a tombstone rubbing that he made of one of the 

larger stones in the grounds. 

Helen/Elinor Van Barkeloo Blew stone, now missing. Photo taken by Ted Blew 6/24/2002. 



 

Stone rubbing taken by Pete Weiland. 
“Confined by death to shades of night - He lies concealed from mortal sight 
  And Jesus from the lofty skies - Shall bid his slumbring dust arise” 
 

Pete Weiland discusses 
family history with Sunny 
Yoder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Stoutsburg Cemetery 

 

By the Stoutsburg Cemetry graves of Moses and Mary Blew and Mary’s sister, Susan Minah 

 

The Stoutsburg Cemetery, in the foothills of the Sourland Mountains, with a 

beautiful view overlooking the ‘Blaw Valley’ below Blawenburg NJ, has served as 

an African American burial ground since the 1700s and it is the final resting place 

of: 

• Moses Blew [1787-1874], son of Thomas Blew 

• Mary Blew [1787-1864], Moses’ wife 

• Judith Blew [1763-1857], Moses’ mother and relict/widow of Thomas Blew 



• Susan Minah [1776-1853], sister or sister-in-law of Mary Blew 

 

 

Thanks to prior arrangements made by Jackie Lubinski, we were met there by 

trustees of the Stoutsburg Cemetery Association, Elaine Buck, John Buck and 

Beverly Mills and we heard their very moving and enlightening story of the 

connection between this African American Blew family and the ‘white’ Blew 

families in the vicinity, including confirmation that Thomas Blew was a slave of, 

and adopted the surname of, Michael Blew [1.3], owner of the mill on Bedens 

Brook and ancestor of many present-day Blew’s, including reunion attendees 

Marilyn Leslie, Tom Phillips, Molly Blew and Ted Blew. 

The enlightening article by Jack Davis, reprinted from the Hopewell Valley 

Historical Society Newsletter, included in this issue of the Chalice, provides more 

information on this fascinating story. 

 

 



Beverly Mills and Elaine Buck [right] presenting the story of the African-American Blew’s. Jackie 

Lubinski is shown at left. 

 

The burial grounds also contain the graves of numerous black veterans who 

served in wars dating back to the American Revolution. We viewed the resting 

place of William Stives [1760-1839], a Private in the 3rd NJ Regiment, and learned 

that he served in the Revolutionary War, accompanying General George 

Washington across the Delaware River during his famous attack on the Hessians 

at Trenton NJ in 1776. 

Needless to say, our visit to the Stoutsburg Cemetery was an extremely touching 

and memorable experience which none of those present will ever forget. We are 

profoundly grateful to Elaine and John Buck and Beverly Mills for having taken the 

time to ‘open our eyes’ to the previously untold story of the African American 



families of this area and how their lives intersected with those of our Blew 

ancestors. 

 

Hopewell Museum 

 

After an enjoyable lunch at the Hopewell Valley Bistro, the group enjoyed a 

guided tour of the Hopewell Museum, provided by its staff, Catherine Hepburn, 

Bonita Craft-Grant and Cydney Perske. The mission of the Museum is to preserve 

and display what is most typical and interesting of village life in America from its 

colonial beginnings to the present. Among its collections are Delaware Indian 

artifacts, early tools and farm implements, early needlework, photographs and 

maps of the area and genealogical materials. 

Tom Phillips and Catherine Hepburn, curator and vice-president of the Hopewell Museum 



Of particular interest to the Reunion attendees were documents relating to 

Blaw/Blew Family history, including a copy of ‘A Genealogical Study of John Blew 

[1.3.2.3], Revolutionary War Veteran”, by Charles Henry Engle. This copy had 

been delivered in person to the Museum by Charles Engle’s grandson, C. David 

Engle just a few weeks prior to our reunion. John Blew and his wife Jerusha were 

members of the nearby Hopewell Old School Baptist Meeting, starting in 1788, 

and they were ‘dismissed to any church’ in 1796, whereupon they migrated to 

Northumberland County, PA and, later, to Schuylkill County, PA, where large 

numbers of their Blew descendants still live today. It is interesting to note that 

“Jude Blue”, presumably Moses Blew’s mother, joined this same Hopewell church 

in 1809. 

 

 

Rockingham 

The Reunion then drove east, back through Blawenburg and nearby Rocky Hill, NJ, 

for an informative guided tour of Rockingham, believed to be the second oldest 

house in the Millstone River Valley, its original rooms built about 1710. The house 

and about 100 acres were purchased by 1735 by John Berrien [1711-1772], who 

later served as Somerset County Judge, Trustee for the College of New Jersey 

(present day Princeton University), New Jersey Supreme Court Justice and Colony 

Assemblyman. He greatly enlarged the house for his growing family in the 1760s 

and added land gradually to total over 360 acres, making it a substantial farm 

appropriate for a prosperous, well-established man. This site served as George 

Washington’s final wartime headquarters in August to November 1783.  



Jackie Lubinski later noted that John Berrien, the original owner of Rockingham, 

was, in all probability, an executor John Blew’s [1.] will, proved in 1757! 

  

Will of John Blaw [1.], from NJ Calendar of Wills 1751-1760, with presumed reference to John 
Berrien, original owner of Rockingham 



Dinner in Princeton 

Several reunion attendees enjoyed a relaxing dinner at the Metro North 

restaurant in Princeton, NJ. 

 

  

From left: Richard Blue, Mary Lee Blue, Anna Bailey, Steve Bailey, Michael Clifford, Sunny Yoder, 
Phillip Walter, Joan Walter, Marilyn Leslie, Tom Phillips. Photo by Ted Blew. The Calamari was 
especially delicious :) 



Sunday July 22, 2018 

Church Service at Harlingen Reformed Church, Belle Mead NJ 

Our family was well-represented at the 10 a.m. Sunday worship service at the 

Harlingen Reformed Church where many Blaw family members worshipped in the 

18th and 19th centuries. The service was conducted by Rev. Christopher Heitkamp. 

We were greeted by Linda Wallo, the Church’s Archivist, and the person to whom 

we owe a huge debt of gratitude for arranging the details of our visit, including a 

very extensive display of Church records related to the Blaw family, a framed, 

original indenture document of Ann Blew, age 8, dated 8 August 1812 and a 

transcription of the English translation of the original Dutch-language Church 

records relating to Blaw family baptisms and marriages.  

And, much to our surprise and delight, Linda and her fellow church members gave 

each of us a ‘travel bag’ containing goodies and Church information. 

 

 

Linda Wallo, center-right, Church Archivist, arranged for viewing of Blaw Family church records 



 

  

In the Harlingen Dutch Reformed Church sanctuary. From left:Tom Phillips, Steve Bailey, Anna 
Bailey, Richard Blue, Sunny Yoder, Mary Lee Blue, Jackie Lubinski, Waynne James, Marilyn Leslie, 
Darbi James, Ted Blew, Phillip Walter, Joan Walter, Michael Clifford 



Van Veghten House 

 

 

 

This is the headquarters of the Somerset County Historical Society, for which our 

cousin Jackie Lubinski is the Corresponding Secretary. Jackie provided a tour of 

the house, noting the evolution of the building, built by Dutch farmer Michael Van 

Veghten circa 1720, through the ages until now. 

As Jackie explained, the Van Veghten House’s ‘claim to fame’ was its hosting of a 

social event on March 17, 1779 during which General George Washington, 

encamped at Wallace House in nearby Somerville, danced with General Nathanael 

Greene’s wife Catharine ‘for upwards of three hours without seting [sic] down’! 



As we all stood in the actual room in which this party occurred, we could almost 

hear the fiddler in the corner playing his tunes while the General and Catharine 

waltzed around and around! 

Jackie also gave us a tour of the Society’s Library with its extensive collection of 

historical and genealogical documents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jackie Lubinski conducting a tour of the Van Veghten House. Phillip and Joan Walter are also 
shown in the photo. 



 

 

Wrap Up  

All in attendance professed to having a good time, learning a lot about family 

history and welcoming the opportunity to meet new cousins! 

Jackie Lubinski and Ted Blew wish to thank all who traveled to our ancestral lands 

in New Jersey to make the reunion a success. A special THANK YOU goes to 

William H. ‘Bill’ Blue, NBFA President, for inspiring us and guiding us in planning 

this event.  

See you all at the next NBFA reunion! 

 

 

Examining documents in the Van Veghten House Library. From left: Steve Bailey, Anna Bailey, 
Richard Blue, Mary Lee Blue, Jackie Lubinski, Joan Walter, Phillip Walter 


