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I am convinced that the John Blaw buried at Hollow Road is John Blaw (1691-1770), 

eldest son of my 7th great grandfather Jan (John) Blaw (December 9, 1665 – 

November 14, 1757), who was the first Blaw established in Somerset County 

(Blawenburg): 
  

As extracted from  

“Family Burying Grounds, Montgomery Township, Somerset County, New Jersey”, 

revised 1993, by Walter C. Baker, page 13: 

  
The marker was read February 13, 1980: 

HERE LYS 

BODY OF JOH 

N BLAW HOW 

DEPARDED 

THIS LIF APRIL 

THE 08, 1777 

AGED 84 YER 

  

So, if he died April 8, 1777, aged 84 (from gravestone inscription), he was born 

1692 or 1693. 

  
From same source: “Genealogists of the Blaw family have tried in vain to connect this 

John Blaw with any of those Blaws who purchased lands from the Van Horne family 

and/or Nicholas Lake.  
 

But: 

  
The known dates of John Blaw (1691-1770), are taken from many genealogies found 

in the web, but none shows a reliable source. Most of them just copy the data from 

each other. The 1691 date is, in most of them, noted “ca.” (circa, near date). So it 

could fairly be 1692. The 1770 date is, in most of them, noted “after” July 20, 1770.  
The latter date is taken from the documented fact that John Blaw made his last will 

and testament on July 20, 1770. 

  
His son Abraham (appointed executor), presented the document in court three weeks 

after, to be probated (validated), but no proof of his death is found. Nowadays the 



probate of a living person is void, but in 1770 it was rightful. Besides, his father was 

“sick and weak in body”. 

 
Also interesting, in the same document, “Catherine Blue the Executrix also therein 

named came into court & refused to join in the probate thereof.” 

  
So, as there isn’t any other possible John Blaw in the Blaw saga of Somerset Co. 

not even nearly matching the 1692-1777 dates, the only possibility left  

is that John Blaw, who being “sick and weak in body” made testament in 1770, 

didn’t die until 1777. 

 

My conclusion is that the John Blaw buried at Hollow Road, in Skillman, NJ is Jan’s 

eldest son, John Blaw (1692-1777). 
 

The burial place of his father Jan Blaw (1665-1757) is not determined, but as “the 

stubs of two other stones imbedded in the ground flank the gravestone, it alludes to 

the possibility of there being three graves at this site”. Maybe one of those 

correspond to Jan (John) Blaw, my seventh great grandfather. 
  
 


