
PREFACE to the 4th Edition 

This volume, "DESCENDANTS OF JOHN BLAW (BLUE)", has been compiled from 
information supplied by members of the National Blue Family Association and from miscellaneous 
other sources. The compiler has not personally verified all of the information, so the reader is 
encouraged to check the references given and document the proof for his/her own line. This book is 
intended to be a "living" document. As new information is uncovered, or errors are discovered, 
additions and corrections will be made in later editions. Therefore, readers are encouraged to submit 
information for this purpose to the compiler, below. 

The format and numbering system are commonly used and will be familiar to most family 
historians. Our intent is to include a biographical sketch for the parents of each family, with little or 
no biographical data for the children, just names and dates. In the next generation, where the children 
become parents of their own families, their biographies will be given. 

A comprehensive list of references is very important to any genealogical publication. Our intent 
is to document the family data given herein as completely as is possible. Primary sources are given 
when they are known by the compiler, otherwise secondary and/or indicative sources are noted. Our 
goal is to continually upgrade references to primary sources, and the help of the reader is solicited. 

Two types of notations in the text may need explanation. An asterisk ( * ) after a person's number 
indicates that this family is listed in the next generation. The insertions such as 5G are used for 
indexing. Since this is a "living", expandable document, page numbers could not be used. 5G in the 
index indicates that the name will be found in the text after the insertion 5G. Indicators having the 
letter first, such as M2, refer to names in the Unconnected Families section. 

In some cases, children have been born to parents who were not legally married. Since 
genealogists are concerned with natural (blood) relationships, these children have been included in 
this book and have been given identification numbers. The terms "m." and "marriage" are thus used 
in the broadest sense, and one can consider "m." to indicate "mated" as well as "married" if one wishes. 
Conversely, adopted children are not given identification numbers unless they are natural descendants 
of John BLAW (BLUE). Emotionally, we would love to include them in the family groups, but the 
rules of genealogy will not permit it. We have, however, tried to include mention of adopted children 
in the biographical sketches of the parents. They are also included in the index. 

Our thanks go out to the many Blue family historians who have performed their "labor of love" 
over the years to accumulate and document the data compiled herein. Most of the credit for this work 
belongs to them. We apologize for burying their names in the list of references, but they are too 
numerous to mention here. We would, however, like to give special thanks to three researchers; 
Charley Lewis of Dayton, OH, Harold Van Horn of Sidney, OH and Robert (Bob) Blue of San Rafael, 
CA. Charley and Harold have spent most of the past three years researching in the counties of Ohio 
and nearby states, and are responsible for adding almost 100 pages to this 4th edition. For most of his 
life, Bob has been researching his Blue family history, accumulating and correlating data acquired 
from his own efforts and from over 4000 correspondents. Even after he discovered that he was 
descended from Malcolm Blue of Scotland, he has continued to help others who claim the Blues of 
this book as their ancestors. This spirit of sharing is what makes genealogy the greatest hobby on 
earth! 

 

Compiled by: 

William H. Blue (1.1.1.3.5.1.1.5.2.3) 

Seattle, WA 



PREFACE to the 5th Edition 

Through the years since the 4th edition was published in 1990, family historians from all over 
the United States and Canada have been responding to my request by sending me data on their family 
lines, as well as data on BLUE descendants from a multitude of primary and secondary sources. From 
these data I then prepared supplementary files, in the format of the book. Copies of these files were 
returned to the people who submitted the data, for their review and to keep in their records. Many of 
the files were published in The Chalice, the newsletter of the National Blue Family Association. 

These supplement files accumulated in a folder in my computer until their number reached 
about 150. Their total word-count rivaled the size of the 4th edition itself. By then it was clear that I 
needed an index to be able to locate people in the files (and to maintain my sanity). This led to the 
integration of the supplement files into the 4th edition, and the 5th edition was born. 

As I indicated above, the 5th edition is about twice the size of the 4th edition. If I were to publish 
it on paper, the $60 cost of the 4th edition would be at least doubled. Now we can be thankful for the 
Computer Age. By using CD-ROM as the medium and Adobe Acrobat (PDF) as the format, the 5th 
edition is available to computer users (Macs and PCs) at a fraction of that cost, I sincerely apologize 
to those of you who are not blessed with a computer. Maybe your children or grandchildren will help 
you enter the Information Age. 

In this edition, we have added two generations to our BLUE line. What was "Unconnected 
Family A” in the 4th edition is now "Extended Family of John BLAW [1.], Family A". So our earliest 
known ancestors in the BLUE line are Frederick JANSS and his wife Grietien JANSS. Frederick 
worked for the Dutch West India Company and lived in the Dutch colony of Pernambuco (now Recife) 
on the coast of Brazil, where their three known children were baptised in 1646-1649. The family came 
to New Amsterdam in 1652 and eventually settled in Brooklyn (Brookland), where their son, Jan 
Frederickse (BLAUW) raised his family. Jan's first son was John BLAW the subject of this book. 

Finally, I want to extend my gratitude to the many cousins who have contributed so much to the 
content of this book. We are truly a family and our family is growing all the time. I apologize for the 
length of time it took me to complete the 5th edition. The integration process started in August 1999, 
and it was hard to set a firm deadline. I will still be happy to receive any additions and corrections. 
They will be saved in my "6th Edition" folder and, Lord willing, will eventually become a part of this 
book. 

William H. "Bill" Blue 

 


